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Calling Al} Ontarians:
“Ten Per Cent by 2007” Challenge

by Peter Love
Chief Energy
Conservation Officer

In Ontarig, we can no
longer wake our energy sup-
ply for granted,

The Conservation Bur-
eau’s mandate is to help con-
somicTs find ways 1o save en-
ergy and money through en-
ergy conservation and the ef-
licient use of electricity,

Asihe old saying goss, “A
pemny saved is a peanny
carned,” True yesterday, true
roday, and true lomoreow,
And g0 it poes that a kilowan
saved is also a Kilowatt that
doesa’l have 1o be penerated,
A saved kilowatt is ¢leaner
and often cheaper than new
supply. Best of all, it costs
you nothing.

Think about i1,

There are several no-cost
ways we would save kilo-
watts effortlessly il each of
us..,

* Turmns off unnecessary
lighting.

* Tums down the thermo-
stal by a couple of degrees
when we're not home, and
during the night,

» Uses cold water when-
ever pussible to wash ¢loth-
ing.

* Cooks with a microwave
oven wmorc often instead of
luming on the stove.

= Unplug that old fridpe in
the hasement that keeps two

Take the

cins of pop and a jar of pick-
les nice and cold all year
long.

And there are low-cost
ways (s well....

» Purchasc appliunces with
the Energy Star lubel. It
your guaruntee of energy ef-
ficieac y.

* Rplace your incandes-
cent light bulbs with compact
fTuores cent bulbs,

» Upgrade your hotne's in-
sulation.

There is no question thal
in Ontireio today, conserving
energy is 0o longer an oplion.
’s a neceseily, We need o
become smarter about aur
electri¢ity wse. Last summer

I issued an Electrcity Con-
servation Challenge, urging
commercial and institutional
organi;:ations Lo reduce their
<lectricity consumption by 10
per cent, The Government of
Onlaria also plans to reduce
the gro wth in electricity peak
demand by five per cent
ilcross the provinee by 2007.

Peal. demand is the time
penod when total electrieity
load is highest. Winter peaks
occur weekdays around
10:30 am. and 6 p.m. Sum-
er peik begins around 8:00
8.m., iceeases all day ta
power air conditioners, and
peaks in the late afterncon,
sgain on weekdays. Weekend
2l Joads are normally lower
because of reduccd business

and industrial acuivity.

v the meantime, I am con-
vineed that we can all be-
come pait of a new Ontario
where conservation is en-
teenched in ous culture, We
will conserve energy in the
same way thut we recycle our

pop cans and our cardboard.

Balancing the energy
cquation betwern supply and
demand doesn t mean you
have to be 2 math whiz, Butl
do believe in 1he power of
numbers. Are vou ready? |
challenge ali Ontarians to
take the “Ten Per Cent By
2007" oath with me. Think
about the ways you use elec-
tricity in your liome ar busi.
ness. and then thiok about
easy ways you w-ould cut that
consumpiion by just ten per
cent. Think about how many
dollars it wonld put buck into
your'pockets. What if every
single person in Ontarin did
this?

Ibelicve that Ontarians do
want to save euergy, That's
why we’ll conlinue to bring
you easy and timely tips on
how Lo usc cwergy more
wiscly,

The Conservatioy Burcon
develops and di:livers pro-
grams t¢ help Ontacio resi-
deats conserve encrgy and
save money, For more infor-
mation, pleas¢ visit our
websilc at wwweonservation
bureau.on.ca.
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