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Energy conservation has real value in On-
tario, It helps us to reduce our energy con-
sumption when demandis at its highest,
but that’s only part of the equation. Today,
Ontarians see conservation as aregular and
responsible part of everyday life. Together,
we're creating a culture of conservation.

‘When we work collaboratively, many
small steps can have alargeimpact. The in-
ternational Earth Hour campaign, held just
afew weeks ago, is a great sxample. Com-
munities around the world united for a
common cause — toreduece consunmptionby
increasing awareness, Whether they played
charades in the dark or attended candlelight
concerts, people joined together to help
eachother and the planet, Now it’s time to
turn that moment into momentum for the
benefit of Ontarians.

Ontario’s first Energy Conservation ;
Week, May 25 to 31, is a prime opportunity
to dojust that. Initiated by the Ontario
Power Authority (OPA}, Ontario Ministry of
Energy, Independent Electricity System
Operator and the Electricity Distributors
Association, the goal of this week-long
campaign is to encourage grassroots partic-
ipation.

Each day of the week has its own theme. It
starts with Blue Jays Conservation Aware-
ness Day on May 25 and builds toward
Count Every Kilowatt Day on May 29. Other
days include Electricity Impact Monday
(May 26), Tieless Tuesday (May 27) and
Save the Watt Weilnesday (May 28). Of
course there’s no obligation to followthis
formula — we're aiming to provide people
and communities across Ontario with the
inspiration and ideas to create their dwn
events. :

‘We hope to see local events acsoss the
province highlighting ways to conserve
electricity at the office and at home, There
arelots of ways todo it. Raise your thermo-
statafewdegreesinsmtowtdownon
air cond.ltioning, wait until after §p.m. to
run electrical appliances, and turm off your
Yights when they’re not needed. We also

hope you'll tell us what you’re doing. Anew
website, energyconservationweek.ca, is the
place to share ideas and tips, events and tes-
timonials from one part of this vast
province to the other,

Energy Conservation Week is set tojoina
constellation of awareness-building ef-
forts, and tangible conservation measures,
being embraced across Ontario. However,

* even considering these initiatives, we stifl
* have along way to gotoreach our targets.

With the filing of the Integrated Power

Bfthe Ontario Power Authori-
jut, fhe need for energy conser-
gmly established — itisthe

Ontario must reduce its
Semand at peak perfodsby 1,350
', 010, and by 6,300

% 2025, This means aredaction
» demand within two years that

isroughlyegﬂvqlent of the total generaﬂon
capacity of B:C. and Alberta combined.

The 2025 target is the equivalent of taking
one in five electricity consumers in Ontario
off the grid, This challenge cannot be un-
derestimated.

However, the good news is that our
achievement of these goals will reap bene-
fits for Omntario’s economy in the short- and
long-term. In an era of rising energy costs,
households will save money. Businesses, by
reducing their costs, will become more
competitive. In a North American and glob-

1almnrketplaoethatisincreasinglyfavour-

think abnut conservmg energy, tobelieve
that they can make a difference when they
conserve, and to take action on conserva-
tion 8o thata]l Ontarians benefit. Energy

tinct advantages for the envifniiries
the economy and employment.

With Energy Conservation Week soon
upon us, it is time to take part and take ac-
tion. You can begin to take action by visiting
the website and sharing what you’llbe do-
ing during the week of May 25 to 31, before

- or even after the weekis over,

We can each contribute to tangible and

important savings available through con-
servation, and that collective action is the
real power of conservation.

Peter Loveis Ontario’s chief

. energy conservation officer.



